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Haldeman Book Says Soviet Asked U. S. 
In 69 to Join Nuclear Attack on China 



Ex- Aide Asserts Nixon 
Refused-Kissinger and 
Rogers Deny Account 



By HEDRICK SMITH 

Special to The ffew York Tlmta 

WASHINGTON. Feb. 16— H. R. Halde- 
man. the White House chief of staff 
under President Nixon, writes that the 
Soviet Union made several overtures to 
the United States in 1969 proposing a 
joint nuclear attack on* China's atomic 
facilities but that Mr. Nixon turned them 
down. 

The account, drawn from Mr. Halde- 
man s book, ‘'The Ends of Power," pub- 
lished today by Time$ Hooks, was 
promptly disputed by William P. Rogers, 
then Secretary of State, and by Henry 
A. Kissinger, who was Mr. Nixon’s na- 
tional security adviser at the time. 

That is not true,’’ Mr. Kissinger said 
in a television interview. "I do not recall 
any such event and I wouldn't have for- 
gotten it" Mr. Rogers . agreed. "I have 
no recollection of that." he told The New 
York Times. "There just wasn't any such 
thing." 

Release Date Was Broken 
The Times is publishing excerpts from 
Mr. Haldeman's book in its Friday issue. 
Originally the excerpts were to be printed 
in five installments, starting on Monday, 
but The Times rescheduled them after 
other news organizations broke the 
release date and the book's publication 
date was moved up. 

Mr. Haldeman, i n one of his chief dis- 
closures, contends that that Mr. Kissinger 
was so alarmed by the buildup of Soviet 
forces along the Chinese border in late 
1969 that, on Dec. 10, he volunteered 
the prediction to Mr. Haldeman that there 
was "a very strong probability that the 
Russians would attack China by April 
15." On other occasions, he quoted Mr. 
Kissinger as having said that he saw "a 
60 percent chance" of a Soviet strike 
against China. 

In an effort to wirn Moscow of a pos- 
sible confrontation with the United States 
in case of an attack on China, Mr. Halde- 
man says, the Americans moved to Te- 



‘The Ends of Power 1 

Two pages of excerpts from 
H. R. Haldeman’s book begin 
on page A 17 . 



open the suspended Warsaw talks with 
Chinese and planted an uncoded military 
message about the dangers of fallout to 
Japan and Siberia that might be posed 
by a. Soviet nuclear attack on China. 

The United States is known to have 
been concerned in late 1969 about a Sovi- 
et buildup along the Chinese frontier and 
about various hints that Moscow was 
considering a pre-emptive nuclear strike 
against Chinese nuclear facilities at Lop 
Nor in the Sinkiang region. 

But many American officials, including 
Secretary Rogers, were skeptical that 
Moscow was really contemplating an at- 
tack. Rather, Mr. Rogers recalled today, 
Moscow appeared to be engaging in mili- 
tary posturing to induce the Chinese tc 
make political concessions. Moreover, the 
Haldeman account ignores previous 
American efforts to reopen the Warsaw 
talks and to. arrange an high-level mission 
to Peking. 

On other foreign policy matters, Mr. 
Haldeman made these assertions: 

Wt was the discQvery of soccer fields , 
in Cuba that tipped off the Americans, 1 
that the Soviet Union was secretly build- 
ing a submarine base at Cienfuegos, 
Cuba, in violation of an understanding 
reached in 1962 after the Cuban missile 
crisis. 'Those soccer fields could mean 
war." he quotes Mr. Kissinger as having 
said. "Cubans play baseball. Russians 
play soccer." 

flMr. Kissinger, known as "the hawk 
of hawks” among the White House staff 
is said to ha ve urged the controversial 
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Book’s Release Stirs Debate 

The circumstances surrounding the 
premature release of parts of H. R. Hal- 
deman's book .raised a host of journal- 
istic and legal questions. Page A 16. 
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Continued From Page A1 

bombing of Hanoi on Christmas 1972, 
though he conveyed the impression to 
columnists like James Reston of The 
Times that he had split with Mr. Nixon 
over the issue by opposing it. 

<IThe refusal of Mr. Rogers to step 
down as Secretary of State at the end 
of Mr. Nixon* s first term deprived Ken- 
neth Rush, a career diplomat, of the job 
and forced the President to turn to Mr. 
Kissinger, who did not want what he con- 
sidered a less powerful post. With the 
Watergate scandal building up, Mr. 
HaJdeman says, the President ‘‘knew 
Henry was his most precious asset with 
the press, the Congress and the public** 
and he insisted that the national security 
adviser also serve as Secretary of State. 

flPresident^ Nixon conceived "the Mad- 
man Theory," a strategem to convince 
the Vietnamese that "he would do any- 
thing to win the war and his finger was 
on the nuclear button" and they should 
therefore make concessions. The theory 
collapsed because Hanoi did not yield. 

Nixon’s Initiative on China Affirmed 

Most of Mr. Haldeman’s account sup- 
ports what was already known, such as 
his assertion that Mr. Nixon took the 
lead in opening up American relations 
with China while Mr. Kissinger was ini- 
tially "a reluctant passenger." The author 
is often more revealing about the inter- 
play of personalities than about the se- 
quence of events. 

The Haldeman account provides a por- 
trait of Mr. Kissinger as witty, charming, 
insecure, inconsistent, nosy, brilliant, 
egotistical, and the butt of pranks played 
by other White House staff members 
who, like Mr. Nixon, "secretly got a kick 
I out of Henry's love life." 

1 According to the account, John Ehrlich- 



man, who was the President's domestic 
adviser, collected "nude photos of various 
starlets that Henry had dated" and then 
sent them to Mr. Kissinger in White 
House envelopes along with bogus Presi- 
dential memos making " ‘bizarre de- 
mands’ for certain types of action." 

Mr. Kissinger became a problem in the 
1972 election campaign, Mr. Haldeman 
says, because he sometimes upstaged 
President Nixon by shaking hands with 
the crowds. When told to leave the hand- 
shaking to the President, Mr. Kissinger 
shot back with a smile, "You’re just jeal- 
ous, Herr Haldeman.” 

Desk Tray Placed on Documents 

On visits to Mr. Haldeman’s office, Mr. 
Kissinger "tried to read everything of in- 
terest on my desk," the author says, add- 
ing that an aide would tease Mr. Kissing- 
er by purposely setting a luncheon tray 
on documents he was trying to read fur- 
tively. 

At another point, Mr. Haldeman ac- 
cuses Mr. Kissinger of posing as a liberal * 
outside the White House when he was ’ 
seen as hard-liner by insiders. "In the 
White Houe by day we knew Henry 
Kissinger as ’the hawk of hawks,”’ he 
writes. "But in the evenings, a magical 
transformation took place. Touching 
glasses at a party with his liberal friends, 
the belligerent Kissinger would suddenly 
become a dove.” 

The author credits Mr. Kissinger with 
devising the strategy of deterring a Sovi- 
et attack against China by trying to reo- 
pen the Chinese-American talks in War-, 
saw in a gesture designed to let Moscow 
know that "a Soviet nuclear strike might 
bring the Russians into confrontation 
With the United States.” 

This venture produced "high comedy/* 
according to Mr. Haldeman. When Am- 
bassador Walter J. Stoessel Jr., acting 
on instructions, sought to approach Lei 
Yang, Peking’s charge d’affaires at a 
Warsaw social function, the Chinese, 
taken aback, walked out and Mr. Stoessel 
had to chase after him down the stairs. 
Prime Minister Chou En-iai was said to 
have told Mr. Kissinger later, "If you 
want our diplomats to have heart attacks, 
approach them at parties and propose 
serious talks." 

Mr. Haldeman’s account implies that 
the opening in Warsaw led to Peking’s 
invitation to Mr. Nixon to visit China. 
Other accounts by high-level Nixon Ad- 
ministration officials have said that 
American feelers to China had gone on 
long before and the President’s visit was 
developed through Pakistani intermedi- 
aries. 
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President Nixon, says H. R. Halde- 
man, imposed a rigid self-disci- 
pline to shield him from mistakes. 
’And when it burst,” he observes, 
“the effects were devastating.” 



